Highlights of Hope
A Newsletter from New Hope Counseling Center
Fall Greetings!
As August comes to a close, we see the everconsistent changing of seasons usher in the
Fall. The grasses and leaves are turning yellow,
the air is getting cooler, the fireweed is turning
to fuzz, and school crossing Iights are beginning to flash.

As the semester came to a close in December, ACC celebrated with seven students
who completed their degrees.

In these months of uncertainty and unpredictable days, we hope you can find rest and
comfort in that which is constant and predictable; God’s great love, presence and sovereignty, and the beautiful changing seasons.
We at New Hope Counseling Center are so
grateful for your partnership and want to take
some moments to share some of our highlights
over the past year.

Our Mission
To provide the opportunity for students of Alaska Christian College
and individuals, couples and families of the Kenai Peninsula to be
healed, restored, and equipped
through faith-based counseling in
order to pursue a life of wholeness
and hope.

NHCC Board of Directors

As January rolled around,
In September of 2019, Alaska Christian College students returned from their
Christmas and winter break
(ACC) welcomed 104 students to its campus
to continue their studies.
for a year of studying God’s word, growing in
Christian community, and pursuing one of four
In March, New Hope Coundegrees. New Hope Counseling Center was
delighted to further support the ACC students seling Center welcomed
Heather Dominguez.
with Christian counseling.
Heather is currently working toward State licenAs the fall progressed, New Hope Counseling
Center hosted its annual Harvest of Hope Din- sure and comes with experience in working
as an itinerant therapist in Western AK. We
ner and Auction and had a fabulous and fun
evening raising funds to provide ACC students are grateful she joined our team.
these
counseling
services.
This evening
brought in
over
$40,000
and we
are so grateful for our generous sponsors,
those who donated items, participants, and
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all those who helped to make this event a
huge success.

In early spring, as Covid-19 entered the United States and the health risks for the pandemic grew, it became apparent that ACC
would need to have students return to their
homes and villages. It was quickly decided
to convert learning to a distance education
platform in order for students to continue
their studies.
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Harvest of Hope
Day of Giving & Online Auction

In response to the grave dangers of a virus
spreading within a remote village, many villages chose to deny entrance effective within a
very narrow window of time. In order to get
students home, ACC moved the students’ departure up two days and facilitated a mass
midnight exodus.
It was amazing to see God coordinate staff,
students and airline schedules so that all students could safely return to their villages.
Once students were settled within their homes
and villages, the daunting task of transforming
their classes to a distant education delivery
ensued and New Hope Counseling Center
positioned itself to continue offering counseling
services through tele-behavioral health. The
feat for both was not without challenge, as
many of the villages do not have sufficient
internet services to support these kinds of
online platforms. Despite these challenges, the
spring of 2020 saw seven more students complete their degrees. Due to Covid-19, the graduation ceremony was postponed until August.
In addition to positioning its services for telebehavioral health for the ACC students, New
Hope Counseling Center also prepared to
transition strictly to tele-behavioral health for
our community clients as well.
In April, just as many of you experienced, we
too were thrust into a season of change as the
Covid-19 virus shut down in-person business
practically overnight. As an essential provider
of mental health care, we quickly shifted our
platform of in-person services to all telebehavioral health (TBH) and had most of our
administrative staff work from home. We are
grateful that we had already positioned ourselves for this service and were able to shift
over within a couple of weeks.
In June, as our state began to re-open, we
rearranged our offices and moved to a hybrid
model of TBH and moderate in person services
where we could safely offer protective
measures and social distancing without compromising hospitality and an inviting atmosphere. This flexibility has enabled most clients
to be able to continue to receive services with
little disruption.
Across campus at Alaska Christian College,
hope of starting the long awaited gym this

October 16, 2020
Any student attending Alaska Christian
College is offered counseling services free
of charge. New Hope Counseling Center
provides these services by offering a 75%
discount to ACC and subsidizing the remaining balance with the annual fundraiser dinner, monthly donations, grants, and
income from the community counseling
division.

summer had
to be deferred
to next summer. ACC did, however, have
a few teams and adventurous individuals
travel to Alaska. Thanks to their hard work,
ACC was able to complete three new
state of the art classrooms that will offer
students plenty of space to social distance This year, NHCC has had to reimagine its
as they come back to campus.
fall fundraising event. Rather than hosting
our annual dinner and auction, we have
In preparation for student arrival this fall,
decided to host a Day of Giving and
ACC has spent the summer developing
extensive safety protocols that will enable Online Auction on October 16, 2020.
all students to have individual dorm rooms
We are excited for the opportunity for our
and will have the ability to receive their
education in a flexible hybrid model of
friends from out of state to participate in
both online and in-person services.
the festivities this year!
Ways to participate:

In August, ACC welcomed back the 2020
graduates for a fun time of camping and
celebrating their great milestone. In the
spirit of the Covid-19 virus, this was held in
a combination of graduates who attended in person and via the online platform
Zoom.



Be a corporate sponsor



Donate items



Spread the word and share our event



Give a donation



Participate in the auction

Please see the attached letter for more
information about this great event.

As students arrive back on campus and
the 2020-21 school year resumes, New
Hope Counseling Center is committed to
handling whatever the coming school
year has in store. We are excited to offer a
combination of in-person and TBH options
as we continue to partner with ACC and
our community to bring hope and healing
through Christian faith-based counseling.
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